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MADONNA M. FINNEY is 
the panhandle’s only Board 
Certified Adoption Lawyer 
and one of the first attorneys in 
the state to become certified in 
adoption law. She is considered 
an Adoption Law Specialist by 
the Florida Bar and has over 30 

years of experience. Madonna is a Founder, Director 
and the Legislative Chair of the Florida Adoption 
Council and is actively involved in adoption 
issues before the State of Florida Legislature. She 
graduated from the University of Florida College 
of Law and has been a member of the Florida Bar 
since 1988. She is admitted to the Federal Bar of the 
Middle District of Florida and the Bar of the United 
States Supreme Court. Florida Bar No. 0746990.

COURTNEY A. LEE is an 
attorney who came to work with 
Madonna after having served 
as the Compact Administrator 
for the Florida Department of 
Children and Families Interstate 
Compact on the Placement of 
Children Office. She began her 

career as a lawyer assisting the judges of the First 
District Court of Appeal of Florida, working first as 
a postconviction attorney and later as a law clerk for 
two of the appellate judges.  Courtney is a member 
of the Florida Adoption Council and became a 
member of the Florida Bar in 2006 after graduating 
from Florida State University College of Law.  
Florida Bar No. 026363.

ANGELA CHATFIELD is a 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
with a Certification in Perinatal 
Mental Health.  She has 
worked for our firm since 2012, 
providing support services and 
counseling to birth families.  
She has a B.S. in Family and 
Child Sciences and Psychology 

and a Master of Social Work from Florida State 
University.

Were your children removed from your 
care and placed in the custody of DCF? 

Have you been given a Case Plan, but 
know you aren’t able to comply?

Do you want an option other than signing 
your children over to the State?

If your parental rights  
have not been terminated,  

a private adoption plan may be 
an option for you to consider
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES

2-1-1 Big Bend
Call for human services information and assistance 
including emotional support, crisis counseling, 
suicide prevention, information and referrals.  
24 hours a day.  
Dial 211.

ACCESS Florida
SNAP/Food stamps, Medicaid, Temporary  
Cash Assistance.  
www.dcf-access.dcf.state.fl.us 
(866) 762-2237

Early Learning Coalition of the Big Bend
Providing services to families, children and child 
care providers to help prepare children for success 
in school and support families’ ability to work.  
Services include tuition assistance programs, child 
care information and community referrals.
www.elcbigbend.org
Leon (850) 385-0504, Wakulla and 
Liberty (850) 552-7377, Gadsden (850) 627-2924, 
Taylor (850) 584-5679, Madison (850) 973-2512,  
Jefferson (850) 666-3972

Legal Services of North Florida
Providing legal representation and advice to  
low-income persons in civil matters.
www.lsnf.org 
(850) 385-9007

DISC Village
Offering a full continuum of services for individuals 
adversely affected by alcohol and other drug abuse.
www.discvillage.com
(850) 575-4388



... a loving choice
Even though your options are limited, you may 
be able to make a private adoption plan for your 
child.  As long as your parental rights have not 
been terminated, you still have the right to place 
your child with a private adoption attorney or 
agency.  You may help select the right adoptive 
family for your child and be assured they have 
been properly screened through the extensive, 
private adoption home study process.  You 
can be assured your child will not linger in the 
Foster Care system, but will have permanency 
with a stable, financially secure, loving adoptive 
family you help select.

This private adoption option is known as Inter-
vention.  It is the process where parents make a 
plan with a private adoption attorney or agency 
to have their child removed from the Foster 
Care system and placed into a private adoptive 
home.  After approval from the court, our pri-
vate social work staff will assist in your child’s 
transition from their current foster home into 
their forever home.

Madonna has helped hundreds of children find 
permanent, loving, secure adoptive homes  
over the last 20+ years.  Call our office at   
(850) 577-3077 for more information.
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Every case is different, if your 
child is in Foster Care and you are 

not able to parent, call us today 
to discuss the option of private 

placement adoption with 
an intervention.

(850) 577-3077

Florida Statute 63.088(6)(a): If a parent executes a 
consent for adoption of a minor with an adoption 

entity or qualified prospective adoptive parents 
and the minor child is under the supervision of the 
department, or otherwise subject to the jurisdiction 
of the dependency court as a result of the entry of a 

shelter order, a dependency petition, or a petition for  
                              termination of  
                              parental rights  
                          pursuant to chapter  
                            39, but parental  

                          rights have not  
                          yet been terminated,  

                                 the adoption  
                              consent is valid,  
                                binding, and  

                            enforceable by the  
                            court.

If you are not able to comply with your case plan 
or you realize you are not able to parent your 
child at this time, there are many benefits to 
making a private adoption plan:

•	 Gives you some control over your child’s 
future

•	 Allows you to select the family best suited to 
raise your child  

•	 Ensures your child isn’t stuck in the Foster 
Care system

•	 Allows your child a swift transition to an 
adoptive family

•	 You may meet and communicate with your 
child’s adoptive family

•	 You no longer need to attend court hearings

•	 You may receive adoption  
counseling services  
without charge


